
Day 1 
 
As human activity changes over the centuries, so does the size of its settlements. This is as true around 
the world as it is in the United Kingdom. In England, London has been the largest city since the Norman 
conquest in 1066. Meanwhile, other places have risen or fallen in the rankings depending on how 
people’s jobs have changed. For example, some 700 years ago, farming and sea trade were really 
important, so places like Bristol, King’s Lynn, Lincoln and Norwich were amongst the largest in the 
country. Fast-forward a few hundred years and the scene looked very different. Huge new factories and 
mills drew people in from the fields. That meant that places like Manchester and Birmingham rapidly 
grew to become amongst the top five cities by population in England.  
 
 
1. Which word in the first sentence means the same as towns or villages? 
  
______________________________________________ 
  
2. In what year was the Norman conquest? 
  
______________________________________________ 
  
3. Which two activities does the text say were ‘really important’ 700 years ago? 
  
a)________________________                         b)  __________________________ 
 
 
Day 2 

 
As human activity changes over the centuries, so does the size of its settlements. This is as true around 
the world as it is in the United Kingdom. In England, London has been the largest city since the Norman 
conquest in 1066. Meanwhile, other places have risen or fallen in the rankings depending on how 
people’s jobs have changed. For example, some 700 years ago, farming and sea trade were really 
important, so places like Bristol, King’s Lynn, Lincoln and Norwich were amongst the largest in the 
country. Fast-forward a few hundred years and the scene looked very different. Huge new factories and 
mills drew people in from the fields. That meant that places like Manchester and Birmingham rapidly 
grew to become amongst the top five cities by population in England.  
 
 
1. According to the text, what has caused the sizes of settlements to change? 
  
______________________________________________ 
  
2. Find and copy the names of two towns that were amongst the largest in England 700 years ago 
  
a) ______________________   b) ________________________ 
  
3. ‘… places have risen or fallen in the rankings.’  
What does the word rankings mean? 
  
______________________________________________ 
 


